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The long history of China-Cambodia at least dating back to 13th
 
century witnessed the 
amicable relations although it experienced up and down during the Cold War period. 
With the end of the Cold War and the Civil War in Cambodia, a great change occurs 
to the landscape of Cambodia-China relations, which pushed by new dynamics in the 
context of both bilateral and regional dimensions. From years to years, the political 
mutual trust between the two sides keeps to be strengthened, the achievements of 
economic and trade cooperation turn out remarkable, the communication in all areas 
is unprecedentedly active, and the collaboration in international and regional affairs 
maintains close. Currently, Cambodia is considered as one of the closest friends of 
China in Southeast Asia. In line with the increasing influence of China and 
development of Cambodia, some problems have also been obviously protruded. This 
research aims to grasp the perception of the current situation of the improved 
Cambodia-China relations in the Post-Cold War, the interests of two countries in 
strengthening their relations, the policies and perceptions of two countries toward 
each others, and the responses of ASEAN on Sino-Cambodia relations. This study 
also attempts to find out the problems and the challenges of Cambodia-China relations.  
This thesis report has illustrated that Cambodia-China relations have been improved 
through the mutual support in the international stage and the frequent visits of high 
rank officials of both countries. The first insight is China’s recognition of new 
Cambodian government after the political violent eruption in 1997, and China’s 
assistance in Cambodia. In response, Cambodia has immediately supported One-
China policy by shutting down the Taiwanese Representative office in Phnom Penh. 
Subsequently, both countries have cultivated each other by increasing of high rank 
official visit such as the visit of Chinese President Jiang Zemin in 2000, Premeir Wen 
Jaibao in 2006 with US $ 600 million in grant aid and loans and the establishment of 
the “Comprehensive Partnership Cooperation”, and Vice President Xi Jinping in 2009 













Hun Sen frequently visited China and came back with a great deal of aid. Additionally, 
China is transforming itself to be the number one player in Cambodia. China became 
the biggest donor in Cambodia by pledging US $ 257 million in 2009, ahead of EU 
(US $ 214 million). 
A pervasive and strong desire for economic improvement and progress is a 
conspicuous trait in China and Cambodia, even virtually in the whole area of 
Southeast Asia. Both governments are increasingly responding to popular forces and 
making economics their priority, downgrading ideological factors in favor of 
pragmatism particularly since the late 1990s. The trade volume of two countries 
reached US $ 1100 million in 2008, and China’s investment in Cambodia totaled US 
$ 4.5 billion in 2009. Behind the strengthened relations, both sides are also serving 
their own interests. With these close relations, Cambodia is receiving a great deal of 
unconditional assistance and investment from China. These assistance and investment 
has helped Cambodia in reducing poverty, strengthening its political independence, 
and also balancing other power’s influence in this country. In particular, Cambodia 
has utilized its close ties with China to strengthen its position in the region vis-à-vis 
the powerful neighbors such as Vietnam and Thailand.  
In contrast, China has also gained interest in strengthening its relations with 
Cambodia. As China’s influence is rising in Cambodia, Cambodia becomes the 
strictest adhered country of One-China policy in Southeast Asia, and usually supports 
Chinese activities, for instance, the China’s 2005 anti-secession law. China is also 
gaining access to raw materials and natural resources in Cambodia with the 
facilitation of the Cambodian government. Noticeably, China’s close relations with 
Cambodia is countering the US and EU in Southeast Asia. Nevertheless, as 
Cambodia-China relations are improving, some problems have occurred. 
Economically, the unconditional aid from China has encouraged the corruption in the 
government. Also, the impact of Chinese investment and ODA is obviously such as 
worker exploitation, illegal logging, and land grabbing. Cambodia also runs a huge 













in 2007. Another observation should be made. The regional integration provides a 
new and strong momentum for bilateral ties during the Pos-Cold War. The regional 
and sub-regional cooperation such as China-ASEAN FTA and GMS, have 
progressively and further increased interdependence between two countries’ 
economies. This integration promotes political and other forms of cooperation as well 
as stability. In foreseeable future, China’s influence in Cambodia will be further 
enlarged. China’s rise is inexorable, and this assertion has partly been proved and will 
firstly be authenticated in Southeast Asia. Phnom Penh desires to benefit from 
China’s rise. The prospect of China-Cambodia relations is determined by whether 
both would satisfy mutual interests. 
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CHAPTER I- INTRODUCTION 
1- BACKGROUND OF STUDY 
Although Cambodia and China do not share a contiguous border, China has had a 
historical relationship with Cambodia. Indeed, Cambodia had a close relation with 
China for a very long time ago dated back to 13th 
 
century when Chinese diplomats 
under the Temur Kahn, Emperor of Chengzong of Yuan visited Angkor on August 
in 1296-1297. The two kingdoms practiced tributary type of international relations. 
Khmer Kingdom sent tributes to China which was regarded as the center of universe. 
Zhou Daguan’s record of livelihood, political, social and economic life of Khmer 
people in Angkor City is evident to prove the Chinese interactions with Khmer 
(Vannarith, 2009). At the modern time, there had been political contacts earlier 
between two extraordinary men, then Prince Norodom Sihanouk and the former 
Chinese leader Zhou Enlai, on April 1955 in Bandung Conference, Indonesia, 
following by the diplomatic relations in 1958. In 1960s, Prince Sihanouk helped to 
break China’s isolation by campaigning at the United Nations for the expulsion of 
the Republic of China (Taiwan) and the seating at the United Nations of the People’s 
Republic of China (Jeldres, 2003). The relations between two countries had been 
excellent till China’s secretly supporting the Khmer Rouge’s insurgency was known 
by Prince Sihanouk. Since that time, Cambodia-China relations were almost severed. 
In 1970, however, after a military coup ousted Prince Sihanouk during his visit 
abroad, the exiled Prince Sihanouk was welcomed by the Chinese government. 
Chinese government had provided the sanctuary and the means to struggle against 
Lon Nol, and honored him as the head of State. During 1970-1975, Chinese 
government supported the Khmer Rouge led by Pol Pot, which is blamed for the 
deaths of more than a million Cambodians from 1975-1979, to fight against the US 
back-government led by General Lon Nol (Storey, 2006). In 1975, Khmer Rouge 
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Capital of Cambodia. After that, China became influential in Cambodia and 
provided a lot of aids as well. Khmer Rouge established the new government namely 
Democratic Kampuchea, with Pol Pot as the Prime Minister. In 1979, after the 
invasion of the pro-Vietnamese rebellion drove the Khmer Rouge’s government to 
the western countryside and took over Phnom Penh, China had taught Vietnam a 
lesson of the overthrowing its protégé from power by waging a brief and bloody 
border war, which lasted about one month (Womack, 2003, page 111). Moreover, 
China tried to cooperate with the international community to force Vietnamese troop 
out of Cambodia and to replace the old government, which installed by Vietnam, by 
encouraging the new election campaign led by the United Nations in 1993 (Jeldres, 
2003). Following the UN supervised election in 1993, Royalists FUNCINPEC’s 
party (backed by China) led by Prince Norodom Ranariddh, Son of King Norodom 
Sihanouk, won the largest bloc of seats and Hun Sen’s Cambodian People’s Party 
(the Pro-Vietnamese Rebellion’s party) came in second, thus a coalition government 
with co-premiers Prince Norodom Ranariddh and Hun Sen was formed and Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk became a King. Since then China was able to come back to 
Cambodia again, initially very discreetly, but since 1997, in full force (Jeldres, 
2003). In the mid-1997, it was a tense relationship between the two co-premiers 
which led to the violent eruption that ousted Prince Ranariddh out of the country. 
Reacting over the political violence in Cambodia, the international community 
suspended almost all but humanitarian assistance to Cambodia and imposed 
economic sanctions against Cambodia, and the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) denied Cambodian membership within the organization. 
However, China immediately recognized the result of the violent eruption, opposed 
the sanctions against Phnom Penh, and admonished Western countries not to 
interfere in Cambodia’s internal affairs in order to seize opportunity to expand its 
influence in Cambodia (Storey, 2006). Right after that China keeps increasing its 
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lead by Hun Sen shut down the Taiwanese representative office in Phnom Penh and 
adhered to the “One-China Policy” to satisfy China. This was the turning point of 
Cambodia-China relations during the Post-Cold War periode, especially for twenty 
first century in terms of politics, diplomacy, military and economy. Since the 
establishment of diplomatic ties, the friendly relations jointly created by leaders of 
the two countries have been attentively fostered. It sustains the fierce test of 
international drastic changes, and keeps consolidated and developed. The Kingdom 
of Cambodia and the People’s Republic of China share mutual support on their way 
to peace, progress and development, and admirable stories abound while the 
friendship keeps deepened day by day. During the visit of Premier Wen Jiabao to 
Cambodia in April 2006, the two governments announced the establishment of 
Comprehensive Partnership of Cooperation, which opened a brand-new prospect for 
development of the bilateral relations1. When the political mutual trust between the 
two sides keeps to be strengthened, the achievements of economic and trade 
cooperation turn out remarkable, the communication in all areas is unprecedentedly 
active, and the collaboration in international and regional affairs maintains close. 
Likewise, Jia Qinglin, chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and the Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen further promoted bilateral good-neighborly friendship and reciprocal 
cooperation to a new stage during his visit in China in 2008 (Chris, 2008). Thus, the 
political economy relations between Cambodia and China in the Post-Cold War 
have been expanded and strengthened noticeably which need a research in line with 
those expansions, there are also some existing challenges and impacts from the 
relations and perspectives to the future from the researcher about the relations. 
 
                                                 
1 Speech of H.E. Mrs. Zhang Jinfeng, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s 
Republic of China to the Kingdom of Cambodia at the Dinner Reception to commemorate the 50th 
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2- RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
The overall objective of this research is to promote a deeper understanding of the 
political economy of Cambodia-China relations in the Post-Cold War period. The 
specific objectives include: 
(1) To identify about the current situation of Cambodia-China relations in 
terms of politics, military and economy 
(2) To describe about the two countries policies and perceptions toward each 
other 
(3) To determine about the responding of ASEAN on Sino-Cambodia 
relations 
(4) To identify the challenges, achievements, and perspectives of these 
relations 
(5) To determine the China’s interests in Cambodia and Cambodia’s interest 
in China 
3- SCOPE AND LIMITATION 
This is an exploratory study that attempts to illustrate the Cambodia-China relations 
in Post-Cold War period, from 1991 to present, which describes challenges, 
achievements and perspectives of the two countries’ relations. It is divided into four 
major parts: (1) Cambodia-China political and military Relations, (2) Cambodia-
China economic relation in the Post-Cold War period, (3) China’s Cambodia 
policies (objectives), and (4) Cambodia’s attitude towards China. The first part is 
talked about the two countries political relations in pre-Cold War and Post-Cold War 
period, and it is also touched upon military relation. The second part focuses on the 
Cambodia-China economic relation in the post-Cold War period which is detailed 
on trade, investment, and economic aid. The third part illustrates about the China’s 
Cambodia policies, which is focused on China’s interests in Cambodia and China’s 
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